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State and Provincial Updates

Michigan:
The following press release was issued today byvtichigan Department of Natural Resources:

Contact: Bridget Patrick (MDA) or Mary Dettloff (IR) 517-241-2669 or 517-335-3014
Agency: Natural Resources

Michigan's First Case of Chronic Wasting Disease Dected at Kent County Deer Breeding
Facility

August 25, 2008

LANSING - The Michigan departments of AgricultufdA) and Natural Resources (DNR)
today confirmed the state's first case of Chronastvig Disease (CWD) in a three-year old
white-tailed deer from a privately owned cervid (PQacility in Kent County.

The state has quarantined all POC facilities, fmtihg the movement of all - dead or alive -
privately-owned deer, elk or moose. Officials dd yet know how the deer may have contracted
the disease. To date, there is no evidence that @Ww&ents a risk to humans.

DNR and MDA staff are currently reviewing recordsr the Kent County facility and five
others to trace deer that have been purchasedpsoldved by the owners in the last five years
for deer and the last seven years for elk. Any tlegrmay have come in contact with the CWD-
positive herd have been traced to their currerdtlon and those facilities have been
guarantined.

"Michigan's veterinarians and wildlife experts hdeen working throughout the weekend to
complete their investigation,” said Don KoivistoPM director. "We take this disease very
seriously, and are using every resource availables tto implement response measures and stop
the spread of this disease."

CWD is a fatal neurological disease that affecty delk and moose. Most cases of the disease
have been in western states, but in the past depeaes, it has spread to some midwestern and
eastern states. Infected animals display abnorste\bors, progressive weight loss and physical
debilitation.

Current evidence suggests that the disease istitied through infectious, self-multiplying
proteins (prions) contained in saliva and otheid8wof infected animals. Susceptible animals can
acquire CWD by direct exposure to these fluidsleo #om contaminated environments. Once
contaminated, research suggests that soil can memsource of infection for long periods of
time, making CWD a particularly difficult diseasedradicate.

Michigan's First Case of Chronic Wasting DiseasteEted at Kent County Deer Breeding
Facility: "Currently, one of our top concerns isctinfirm that the disease is not in free-ranging



deer," said DNR Director Rebecca Humphries. "Weaakeng hunters this fall to assist us by
visiting check stations to allow us to take biotmjisamples from the deer they harvest, so we
can perform adequate surveillance of the free-rangihite-tailed deer herd in the area.”

Deer hunters this fall who take deer from Tyron@d8n, Nelson, Sparta, Algoma, Courtland,
Alpine, Plainfield, and Cannon townships will bguéed to bring their deer to a DNR check
station. Deer taken in these townships are subjatiandatory deer check.

The DNR is also asking hunters who are particiggitnthe private land five-day antlerless hunt
in September in other parts of Kent County to B8R check stations in Kent County so
further biological samples can be taken from fraeging deer for testing. The DNR is in the
process of finding additional locations for chet&tions in Kent County to make it more
convenient for hunters.

The deer that tested positive at the Kent Countiiiawas a doe that had been recently culled
by the owner of the facility. Michigan law requirgisk deer or culled deer on a POC facility be
tested for disease. The samples from the Kent @aledr tested "suspect positive" last week at
Michigan State University Diagnostic Center for Biggion and Animal Health, and were sent to
the National Veterinary Services Laboratory in Ammesva last Thursday for confirmatory
testing. The positive results of those tests wersmunicated to the state of Michigan today.

Audits of the facility by the DNR in 2004 and 208ffowed no escapes of animals from the Kent
County facility were reported by the owner. Aldmgite were no violations of regulations
recorded during the audits.

Since 2002, the DNR has tested 248 wild deer int K&unty for CWD. In summer 2005, a
number of those deer had displayed neurologicapsyms similar to CWD; however, after
testing it was determined the deer had contractstielfn Equine Encephalitis.

More information on CWD is available on Michigak®sierging Diseases Web site at
www.michigan.gov/chronicwastingdisease




